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. Justice has always been regarded as one of the fundamental principles of human societies and has
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. been widely studied in various scientific, social, and economic domains. In contemporary urban
Revised: 2025-04-18 N . o
environments, spatial justice has emerged as a key concept in urban planning, playing a vital role
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in reducing social inequalities and improving the quality of urban life. One of the significant chal-
lenges in many developing cities is the unequal distribution of urban services and resources, which

leads to spatial and social disparities. The rapid expansion of urbanization, large-scale migration,
and the centralization of services in specific urban areas have exacerbated inequalities in service
accessibility, leaving marginalized communities at a disadvantage. Limited access to urban services,
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unemployment, poverty, and a lack of equal economic opportunities are among the critical factors
that intensify the sense of inequality among citizens. In response to these challenges, spatial justice
aims to ensure the fair distribution of resources and services, contributing to the development of
sustainable and equitable cities. As one of Iran’s major metropolitan areas, Shiraz has a rich cul-
tural and historical heritage. However, despite its significance, certain districts, particularly District
8, suffer from an imbalanced distribution of urban services, resulting in significant disparities in
access to urban facilities. With unique geographical and socio-economic characteristics, this district
faces numerous challenges in urban service distribution, necessitating a thorough investigation
and strategic urban planning. The primary objective of this study is to analyze spatial justice in the
distribution of urban services in District 8 of Shiraz. The research examines the extent of citizens'ac-
cess to urban services, identifies existing inequalities, and evaluates key factors influencing poverty
reduction and equal opportunities. The findings of this study are expected to support urban policy-
makers in designing effective strategies to enhance spatial justice and mitigate social inequalities.

Materials and Methods

This study adopts a quantitative approach and follows deductive reasoning (from general to specif-
ic) to explore causal relationships in urban service distribution and its effects on poverty reduction.
The target population of this study consists of residents living in District 8 of Shiraz, and a stratified
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random sampling method was applied. The Cochran formula was used
to determine the sample size, which was set at 375 respondents. Data
collection involved both secondary and primary research methods. The
conceptual framework was established through a literature review, while
primary data was obtained using a researcher-designed questionnaire.
This questionnaire comprised 79 closed-ended questions, structured on a
five-point Likert scale. The validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by
expert review, and its reliability was verified through statistical tests. De-
scriptive and inferential statistical methods were applied to data analysis.
Furthermore, structural equation modeling (SEM) was employed using
Smart-PLS software to examine the relationships among spatial justice,
quality of life, perceived poverty, and other key variables. This modeling
approach enabled an accurate assessment of the interactions between
these critical factors.

Findings

The study’s results revealed three significant causal pathways illustrating
the impact of various socioeconomic factors on spatial justice and per-
ceived poverty: The impact of employment and economy on spatial jus-
tice and perceived poverty: Employment status and economic conditions
directly influence spatial justice. Improved employment and economic
conditions enhance citizens' satisfaction with urban service distribution,
ultimately reducing the perception of poverty. The relationship between
employment, healthcare, and spatial justice: Employment status influ-
ences access to and quality of healthcare services. Improved healthcare
services contribute to better spatial justice, which enhances quality of life
and reduces perceived poverty. The impact of housing on spatial justice
and urban poverty: Housing conditions are a crucial indicator of spatial
justice. Better access to adequate housing improves quality of life and
citizen satisfaction, reducing the perception of poverty. All three causal
pathways were statistically validated through t-value testing, with a signif-
icance level below 0.01. These findings highlight strong interconnections
between economic conditions, social factors, and perceived poverty in
District 8 of Shiraz.

Conclusion
The findings of this study indicate that spatial justice plays a crucial role
in reducing urban inequalities. The analysis of the collected data suggests

that the absence of spatial justice in marginalized urban areas leads to
a heightened sense of social discrimination and increased socioeconom-
ic disparities. The unequal distribution of urban services limits access to
essential resources and negatively impacts economic and social oppor-
tunities for affected communities. Furthermore, the study emphasizes
that employment, housing, and healthcare investment can significant-
ly alleviate poverty. Providing stable housing options and supporting
low-income households in accessing suitable accommodation can help
mitigate perceived poverty. Expanding sustainable employment op-
portunities and improving healthcare accessibility are key measures
for enhancing spatial justice. To address these issues, developing urban
infrastructure and implementing strategic policies to ensure fair service
distribution can enhance spatial justice and improve the overall quality
of life. The results highlight that enhancing employment, healthcare, and
housing conditions directly reduces perceived poverty and promotes spa-
tial justice in District 8 of Shiraz. Sustained employment and economic
stability improve the overall quality of life and increase access to urban
services and public amenities. Improved healthcare and housing provi-
sions reduce spatial disparities and foster a more equitable urban envi-
ronment. Based on these findings, urban policymakers are encouraged
to implement key strategies, including: Creating sustainable employment
opportunities, enhancing healthcare service quality and accessibility, and
providing affordable housing for low-income residents. Implementing
targeted policies in these areas is essential for poverty reduction and spa-
tial justice enhancement. Additionally, a comprehensive and coordinated
urban development strategy, with a strong emphasis on spatial justice,
is critical. Improving urban service distribution models, expanding public
infrastructure, and reinforcing social support policies are essential steps
toward reducing socio-spatial inequalities and enhancing citizen satisfac-
tion. Ultimately, this research underscores that achieving spatial justice is
not only key to reducing poverty and enhancing quality of life but also
plays a fundamental role in sustainable urban development. Therefore,
it is imperative that spatial justice be integrated as a core pillar of urban
policy planning to ensure that cities evolve into fairer, more efficient, and
more sustainable environments for all inhabitants.
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